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If any Japanese are, as reported, "amazed and stunned" by Hirohito's New Year 
rescript disclaiming his divinity, they are igorant of the history of Shinto. 

Beginning in the Seventh Century many Japenese Emperors became Buddhists, some 
going so far as to abdicate and retire to Buddhist temples in quest of Nirvana. Cer- 
tainly these Emperors did not consider themselves divine. In abjuring his divinity 
Hirohito has given up something ne himself never claimed. 

In the Eighteenth Century two scholars, Motoori and Hirata, in an effort to 


restore Shinto to its former position and to free the Emperor from the domination 


of Buddhist militarists, ermhasized the divine origin of the Japanese and particular- 


ly of the Emperor. Yet while they were harping woon the divine-origin dogma, another 
scholar, Tatsumaro Ichikawa, ridiculed it, asserting that the "Sun Goddess", the 
alleged progenitor of the Imperial, Dynasty, was a title of comparatively modern in- 
vention, end that if the ancestors of the Japanese were not human beings they were 
more likely to have deen birds or animels tnan gods. 

When, in 1668, Japan abolished feudalism end restored imerial rule, her states- 
men put into the mouth of the then youthful Emperor Meiji the Oath of Five Articles, 
committing his Government to a policy of liberalism -- a charter reaffirmed by 
Hirohito's recent rescript. 

Yet the same statesmen contrived to invest the Emperor with a certain sanctity, 
placing him ebove human criticism, and they ruled in his name, This they considered 
a justifiable exoedient to strengthen a new government still beset with difficulties 
end threatened with civil strife. They envisaged the day when that governuent would 


be secure enouzh to adont liberal meesures outlined in the Immerial Oath, 


The Constitution of 1889 was only a step in that direction -- a compromise 
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between the conservatives, who would exploit the Emperor as a divine ruler, and the 
liberels, espousing the ideals of Western democracy. | 

II 

Following World War I statesmen everywhere professed idealism. lEncouraged by 
this apparent tendency, Japan's liberal leaders hoped to steer her ship of state 
away from reaction, One sign of the "new age" was the educational tour on which 
Hirohito, then 19, was sent to Burope -- an unprecedented event in Japen's history. 
His itinerary, as originally conceived, included America, but this was changed because 
the conservatives considered America more dangerously democratic than Europe. 

Under the influence of Prince Saionji and other liberal advisers, Hironito was 
convinced of the wisdom of plecing the Japanese throne in a position similar to that 
occupied by the British Crowm. This is made clear in the nemoirs left by Prince 
_Konoye, who irilled himself on December 16 last. JEmulating the passive position of 
an English king, Hirohito rejected Konoye's appeal that he issue positive orders 
egainst the course followed by the militarists in the critical years preceding Pearl 
Harbor, That Hirohito warned the nilitarists against the danger ahead is obvious in 
the memoirs, Had he gone beyond thet, he might have been defied by the militerists, 

Under the British system of government the Crow has, as Walter Bagehot tersely 
sums up, "three rights -- the right to be consulted, the right to encourage and the 
right to warn". When the King has encouraged or warned his Ministers, his duty is 


done, and his Cabinet is free to imaice ite own decision for which it alone is respon- 


sible. The late President A. Lawrence Lowell, of Harvard University, in The Govern- 
ment of England, elaborates Bagehot, saying: 


"Ministers direct the action of the Crown in all matters relating to 
the government, Tne King's speech on the opening of Parliament is, of 
course, written by them, . . . Since the King can do no wrong, he can do 
neither right nor wrong. He mst not be praised or blamed for political 
acts . . . His name must not be brought into political controversy in any 


wey, or his personal wishes referred to in argument, either within or 
“without Parliament." 


Such was the concept of government fostered in Hirohito's wind by Prince Saionji 


end Count Makino, Viewed in this light, the surrender order issued by Hirohito in the 


3. 


wake of the destruction of Hiroshima was a measure contrary to his cherished politi- 
cal ideals. It was a desperate step he was compelled to take because the Cabinet 
was powerless to act in the teeth of militarist opposition. 
III 

Democracy is not a matter of name or form, or even of constitution, If it were, 
it could be made overnight. Democracy is a state of mind and, precisely because it 
is a state of mind, must grow through a slow process of evolution. 

The mere separation of Shinto from the government is not a herald of democracy. 
Nor is the adoption of a liberal constitution. Again the point may be illustrated 
in the case of Inglend, There the Crown is the head of the established Church, It 
appoints archbishops, bishops and most of the deans and canons, and has in its gift 
many rectorships and other livings. In words put into the mouth of an imaginary 
British Prime Minister by Hall Caine: "The Church was founded on Acts of Parliament, 
it was endowed and established by the State, its head was the sovereig, its clergy 


were civil servants .. ." 


As to the Crown's constituttonal prerogatives Bagehot makes this startling 


statement: 


"Not to mention other things, she [Queen Victoria] could disband the 

army; she could dismiss all the officers, from the General Commanding- 

in-Chief downwards; she could dismiss all the sailors too; she could sell 

off all our ships of war and all our naval stores; she could make a peace 

by the sacrifice of Cornwall, and begin a war for the conquest of 5rit- 

tany. . « « In a word, the Queen could by prerogative upset ell the action 

of civil government within the government." 

Yet Ingland is a democracy because its people, througn centuries of evolution, 
have develoved a state of mind which does not vermit the Crown to take any arbitrary 
measures, religious or temooral, 

IV 

Shinto has counted no more volitically than has the Church of England. The Jao- 

enese Constitution guarentees freedom of religious belief. The Home Ministry subsi- 


Giced Shinto largely to keep shrines in repair, to the delight of antiquarians and 


tourists, To call termination of this subsidy religious emancipation is misleading, 
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Yet Jenen is a far cry from democracy, because her people have not yet attained 


a state of mind which can be mobilized to check ambitious militarists who have ex- 


ploited both the imperor and Shinto to advence their grandiose ideas. Those men are 
now being eliminated by the rigorous measures adopted by the Allies. The péople, 
‘through the misery and suffering inflicted uvon them by the cnnninaii of the 
militarists, may learn to keep them end men of their kind forever eliminated, 

The most potent incentive to the evolution of the desired state of mind is the 
institution of an economic condition more satisfactory to the masses than that pre- 
vailing before the war, If this is done even the present Constitution can be made 


to meet the reguirements of democracy. 

Meanwhile, the Emoeror poses no obstacle to Japan's reorientation. Having ab- 
jured his divinity, Hirohito may yet proceed to teke more dramatic steps; such as 
abolition of the peerage, removal of his revered portrait from schools and government 
offices, release of his lend holdings for the benefit of farmers of the voorer class, 
renunciation of his hereditary revenues in exchenge for a civil list somewhat more 
liberal than the preveiling one. His pwresent civil list of 4,500,000 yen, or 
$333,000 at the current rate of exchenge, is small comared with the British Crow's 


corresvonding income of some two million dollars. 


What will the Japanese people eventually do with the throne? The cuestion may 
perhaps be best answered by the following statement in Lowell's book already quoted: 


"The government of MIngland is inconceivable without the parliamentary 
system, and no one has yet devised e method of working that system with- 
out a central figure, powerless, no doubt, but beyond the reach of party 
strife. . . . If the Crow is no longer the motive power of tae ship of 
state, it is the spar on which the sail is bent, and as such it is not 
only a useful but an essential nart of the vessel. . .. The small renud- 
lican groun in England thought the monarchy useless and expensive; but 
the people have now learned that repudlics are not economical .. ." 


x kk KOR OR 
K. K, Kawakami, an outstanding Japanese liberal, was for many years Washington Corres- 
pondent of the Oseke Mainichi and the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi. After Pearl Harbor he was 


active in the vrevaration of psychological warfare material for U.S. governmental 
agencies, This is his second contribution tc HUMAN EVENTS, 
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NOT MERELY GOSSIP 
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‘Man, according to Aristotle, . “is a ‘poubbtont: animal" and certainly. politics 


assumed a prominent role in the first, Meeting of the new Parliament of Man -- the 
General Assembly of UNO. 


‘ 


-. It started with the Russian effort. to secure the election of Trygve Lie, the 
Foreign Minister of Norway, as President of. the Assembly. Moscow's motive was not so 
much to defeat the British candidate, Foreizn Minister Spaak of Belgium, as to secure 
the later. election of Belgium, rather: than the Netherlands, as representative of the 
small Powers of Western Europe on: the UNO Security Council. Russia was strongly op- 
posed to the Netherlands having a seat-on this body because of Dutch devendency on 
Great Britain arising from the Indonesian revolt. Under the system of apportioning 


honors, election of a Belgian as President automatically excluded Belgium from a 
Council seat. 


Partly because Andrei Gromyko, head of the Russian delegation, is none too subtle; 
partly because of Russian unpopularity, especially in the Latin American countries, 
Moscow lost out on both counts. In spite of open United States support Lie was de- 
“feated by Spaak for President of the Assembly. And Holland was then promotly elected 

to one of the six non-permanent Council seats. The opening sessions of UNO clearly 
indicated that while. the "Big Three" ran Dumbarton Oaks, and dominated at San 


Francisco, the small Powers intend to have their say, as at Geneva, in the actual 
operation of the new League. 


* * eK eK KR BK KK K KK KOK 


A very prominent industrialist, whose CIO emrloyees are well satisfied with their 
present generous wage scale, had occasion to spend a busy morning on the Hill this 
week, ."I was shocked", he told us, "by the jitters in Congress over the strike situa- 
tion. Actually, there is much in the picture which seems to me encouraging. Never 
in my memory have so many men been on strike with so little violence or social dis- 
order, Of course industrial unrest was certain to follow the end of hostilities. As 
business has ‘grown bigger so have the wiions, with the result that the numbers affected 
by strikes are very large. But the really notable fact is that the strikes are 


orderly, the labor discipline is excellent and the issues are, on the whole, focused 
with loric and intelligence rather than passion," 


This employer, however, pointed out. that the serious interruvtion to production, 
plus the anticipation of wage levels raised to unprecedented figures, is greatly in-. 


creasing inflationary pressures. "It is the first time a stock Market boom has been 
sparked by fright alone", he commented. 


x**x* Ke KK Ke Ke KK Ke KK OK KK: 


The almost mutinous demonstrations of GI's are forcing reconsideration of our 
military and foreign policy. True, the War Department was to blame in mishandling 
the points system; and few doubt that the Communists organized some of the outbreaks. 
Yet the protests obviously sprang from deeper. causes. It was inevitable that American 
boys, accustomed to thinking in terms of fruitful, constructive lives, should rebel 
against wasting their most precious years amid far-off jungles, deserts and: rubble. 
This explains the critical attitude, but does not solve the problem of alta dt the + 
commitments into which Mr. Roosevelt's foreign policy suai US. 


Russia can keep mass armies on foreign soil by an saan totalitarian discipline, 
exercised on illiterate peasants who have never known any of the comforts of life. 
The British maintained their world system with a small professional army backed by. 
mercenaries, But democratic America cannot tale th re. Russian course, Obviously 
Americans will not tolerate conscription abroad in peace times, nor. probably at home -- 
as is indicated by the decreasing possibility of passage of the conscription bill. 
Can we then adopt the British imperial system? The answer is rhetorical: Could we 
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overcome popular prejudice and hirs the best available mercenaries -- the German FOW's? 


In short, it is now becoming clear that we must cut our foreign commitments to 
limits sanctioned by-our popular attitudes. Military experts, therefore, are busily 
trying to estimate how many volunteers we can recruit and what fraction of our global 
foreign policy such a regular army will be able to support. 


* * * kK eK KK eK KR KK KK OK OK OK 


Our Leftist press often assails as "war mongers" those Americans who merely criti- 
cize continuous appeasement of Russian ageression. Yet Communists in the Far East 
are openly telking about "war with America". Communist organizations in Korea, Indo- 
China end the Philippines are presenting the following argument to possible converts: 
"A wdr between the United States and Russia is inevitable, and Russia will win. There- 
fore, you had better join us." Significantly, the Ph silippine Communist organization 


which during the war was called "The Anti-Japanese Front" is reportedly changing its 
nane to "The Anti-Anerican Front", 


* eK KK KK HK KH KK KK OK K K 


For 60 kilometers along the road between Bremen and Hamburg a friend, who travel- 
led that wey a few wécks ago, saw nothing but war uateriel -- tanks, cannon, armored 
cars, carriers, etc. All these weapons apveared to be kept in excellent shape, "ready 
to go", by the British soldiers who were guarding them. Not far away are the Muenster 
Lager", the huge German prisoner-of-war damps, housing close to a half million. Accor- 
ding to reliable information in Washington, the British are holding intact in these 
camps the cadres and staffs of 30 German divisions. The British have been very secre- 
tive about this matter, and have given no satisfaction to Marshal Zhukov who brought 
up the subject at meetings of the Big Four in Berlin. 

eK KK KKK KOR OK OK K KR OK 


Last fall, Foreign Minister Spaak of Belgium held some little publicized negn- 
tiations in Washington with American officials, It is now believed that the gig 
concerned urenium in the Belgian Congo; and that a deal was made between the United 
States and Belgian Governments by which the United States was assured of uranium 

supplies and Belgium was promised economic assistance. The uranium derosits in the 
Belgian Congo are considered the richest in the world and most of the ore used in the 
manufacture of our atomic bombs cane from that area; not from Caneda, as popularly 
supposed. 
* eK KKK KKK KK HK KK OK OK 


An American officer recently in the Polish-occupied varts of Eastern Germany re- 
ports that "the Folish Administration is hopelessly disorganized and no security what- 
ever exists for the inhabitants of the region. . .. While the Poles seem to have 
discontinued the large-scale evacuation of the population, they are now taking measures 
to starve the German population, hoping thereby that they will leave 'voluntarily'." 
When Germans apply to the Polish authorities for ration tickets for the refugee- 
swollen population of the town, they are often told that there are "too many people 
living in this town!" and that therefore they will receive only half the rations 
applied for. 


* * eK KK HW HK HK K KK KK OK 


A cynicel French view of the UNO meeting in London, as reported by the Baltimore 
Sun: "Their eyes, damp with emotion, the delegates acclaimed declarations of prin- 
ciple and then, wiping their glasses and coughine self-consciously, they drew forth 
from their icy brief cases their statistics, their clains, their de enands, their dif- 
ferences and tieir hates. At nmnon in the great hall the glorious flame of idealism 
illuminated their visages; in the evening their faces were lit only by the flames of 
the, kitchen fire from which each was nas Se to pull out his own chestnut as he sat in 
the shadows uaking his bargains." President Trunan's statement that the United States 
intends to be the sole Trustee for former Japanese-nandated islands would seem to 
support this Gallic dig, F.C, H Fernie 16, 1946. 
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